Chicago killings fall in ’17; Baltimore’s 
reach record rate. — National, 3A 


Georgia survives 2 OTs; Alabama 
handles Clemson. — Sports, 1C 
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In the news 


E Pope Francis recom- 
mended jettisoning life’s 
“useless baggage” in 2018 
as he celebrated New Year’s 
Day Mass, encouraging peo- 
ple to “keep our freedom 
from being corroded by the 
banality of consumerism, 
the blare of commercials, 
the stream of empty words.” 


E Jennifer Petruska, who 
has made it her quest to find 
cats that disappeared during 
Sonoma County, Calif., wild- 
fires in the fall, has caught 
more than 70 felines using 
night-vision cameras, traps 
baited with tuna and mack- 
erel, and even socks soaked 
in liquid from the fish cans. 


E Martha Kegel, the ex- 
ecutive director of a New 
Orleans group that coordi- 
nates agencies that help the 
homeless, said her group 
exceeded its target of find- 
ing people 200 new homes 
for the holidays, arranging 
238 apartments and rental 
houses for 56 families and 
182 individuals. 


E Lt. John Somerindyke 
of the Fayetteville, N.C., 
Police Department helped 
contact and apologize to vic- 
tims whose rape kits were 
among the 333 that Fayette- 
ville police threw away, after 
he discovered that the kits 
were missing while he was 
reviewing unsolved rape 
cases. 


E Marian Brown was 
sworn in as the first black 
sheriff of Dallas County, 
Texas, after her predecessor 
resigned to run for governor, 
and said she plans to focus 
on learning about jail issues 
and rebuilding community 
trust. 


E Heather Coggins, whose 
uncle Timothy Wayne Cog- 
gins was killed outside Grif- 
fin, Ga., in 1983, said his fam- 
ily didn’t originally mark his 
grave out of fear the killer 
would vandalize it but, af- 
ter two men were charged 
in the cold case, the family 
chipped in to finally get him 
a headstone. 


E Marc Calcia was charged 
with eight counts of cruel- 
ty to animals, with officials 
seizing dozens of animals 
including an alpaca, calves, 
piglets, and goats from his 
Sorrento, Maine, farm after 
they were found living in 
mud and their own waste. 


H Jerry Myrick, 41, was 
arrested after refusing to 
leave a business, New Or- 
leans police said, and then 
made comments that led 
them to search his hotel 
room, where they reported 
finding opioids, psychedel- 
ic mushrooms, marijuana, 
heroin, amphetamines and 
cash. 


No business section 


Because the stock 
markets were closed 
Monday in observance 
of New Year’s Day, there 
is no business section in 
today’s editions. 


WEATHER 


LITTLE ROCK 

Today Partly sunny. 
High Mid-20s. 
Northeast 
winds 5 to 10 
mph. 

Tonight Mostly 
cloudy. 

Low Around 14. North winds 
5 mph. 
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Kashmiris bury militant 


AP/MUKHTAR KHAN 


Kashmiri women attend the funeral of Fardeen Ahamed at 
Hyuna village south of Srinagar in Indian-controlled Kashmir 
on Monday. Ahamed was among three militants killed Sunday 
after rebels stormed a paramilitary camp in the disputed region. 
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Protest deaths push 
Iran to tougher stance 


COMPILED BY 
DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE STAFF 
FROM WIRE REPORTS 

TEHRAN, Iran — Offi- 
cials in Iran’s government 
pledged late Monday to 
crack down even harder on 
protests around the country 
as the death toll rose to 13 
people. 

“We will not at all let [an] 
insecure situation to continue 
in Tehran,” Brig. Gen Esmaeil 
Kowsari, deputy chief of the 
main Islamic Revolutionary 
Guards Corps base in Tehran, 
told the semiofficial Iranian 


Students News Agency. “If 


this situation continues, the 
officials will definitely make 


AP/EFREM LUKATSKY 


Children and activists of various nationalist parties carry torches during a rally Monday in Kiev, 
Ukraine. The rally was organized on the birthday of Stepan Bandera, founder of a rebel army 
that fought against the Soviets and who was assassinated in Germany in 1959. 


2 states’ river feud clearing up 
Phosphorus still high in the Illinois, but levels dropping 


EMILY WALKENHORST 
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 


Once an avid camper and 
canoeist, Ed Brocksmith no 
longer visits the Illinois River 
in east Oklahoma. 

These days Brocksmith 
fishes for smallmouth bass 
and sand bass at Horseshoe 
Bend, located on the upper 
portion of Tenkiller Lake 
where the Illinois River 
drains into it. Decades ago, 
the water was so clear he 
could step 4 or 5 feet into 
the lake and still see his feet. 

“That’s no longer the 


case,” said Brocksmith, 76, a 
secretary/treasurer with the 
volunteer group Save the Il- 
linois River. 

Brocksmith is concerned 
that phosphorus levels in the 
Illinois River will continue to 
contribute to the degradation 
of the lake and eventually 
threaten its bass population. 
He and others worry the lake 
eventually will become hos- 
pitable only to the “wrong” 
type of fish, like catfish. 

“We want to catch those 
fish and not mudcats,” Brock- 
smith said. 


The level of phosphorus in 
the Illinois River continues to 
consistently exceed Oklaho- 
ma’s state standard of 0.037 
milligram of phosphorus per 
liter, reports show, more than 
a decade after the state sued 
Northwest Arkansas poultry 
companies for contributing 
the element to the river. 

Such levels pose a threat 
to the well-being of the high- 
ly popular river, which each 
year draws about 500,000 
visitors — including some 
200,000 floaters — who 

See RIVER, Page 4A 


some decisions, and at that 
point this business will be 
finished.” 

An Iranian police officer 
became the protests’ 13th 
fatality late Monday. Iran’s 
semiofficial Mehr news 
agency said a gunman used 
a hunting rifle to shoot the 
policeman in the central city 
of Najafabad, about 200 miles 
south of Iran’s capital, Teh- 
ran. 

Two protesters were re- 
ported killed on Monday, and 
Iranian state television said 
10 “armed protesters” were 
killed Sunday night trying to 
overrun military bases and 
police stations. The report 


did not say where the attacks 
took place. 

Iranian President Hassan 
Rouhani pleaded for calm 
Monday as Iranians took to 
the streets. 

On Twitter, he wrote: 
“People want to talk about 
economic problems, corrup- 
tion and lack of transparency 
in the function of some of the 
organs and want the atmo- 
sphere to be more open. The 
requests and demands of the 
people should be taken note 
of.” 

Rouhani also stressed 
Monday that Iran “has seen 
many similar events and 


See IRAN, Page 2A 


Trump attacks 
Pakistan ‘deceit’ 


US. aid reaps lies, he tweets 


COMPILED BY 
DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE STAFF 
FROM WIRE REPORTS 

WASHINGTON — Pres- 
ident Donald Trump on 
Monday targeted Pakistan 
on Twitter, accusing Islam- 
abad of “lies & deceit” and 
not doing enough to control 
militants. 

The tweets came from 
Trump’s private club in Palm 
Beach, Fla., before the pres- 
ident returned to the White 
House on Monday night to 
face a hefty legislative to-do 
list, critical midterm elec- 
tions and threats abroad. 

Trump said the U.S. had 
given Pakistan more than $33 
billion in aid over the past 15 
years, “and they have given 
us nothing but lies & deceit, 
thinking of our leaders as 
fools. They give safe haven 


to the terrorists we hunt in 
Afghanistan, with little help. 
No more!” 

Pakistani Foreign Min- 
ister Khawaja Asif tweeted 
that his government was 
preparing a response that 
“will let the world know the 
truth.” 

“America is frustrated 
over defeat in Afghanistan,” 
Asif said on Pakistan’s Urdu 
language Geo Television. 
“America should take the 
path of dialogue instead of 
using military might in Af- 
ghanistan.” 

Pakistani Defense Minis- 
ter Khurram Dastgir-Khan 
also tweeted that Pakistan, 
as an “anti-terror ally” of 
the United States, had giv- 
en Washington land and air 

See TRUMP, Page 2A 


N. Korean softens 


tone for New Year 
Kim calls for a successful Olympics 


COMPILED BY 
DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE STAFF 
FROM WIRE REPORTS 

After a year filled with 
nuclear provocations that 
raised fears of a devastating 
war in Northeast Asia, North 
Korean leader Kim Jong Un 
started 2018 on an optimistic 
note. 

His call Monday for talks 
to ensure the success of the 
Winter Olympics in South 
Korea next month — and 
improve overall inter-Kore- 
an relations — represented 
a tactical shift for a regime 
that had previously ignored 
South Korea and shunned 
offers of dialogue. 


President Moon Jae-in 
quickly welcomed the move 
and said he will coordinate 
with the international com- 
munity as he pursues peace 
talks. 

Today, South Korean 
Unification Minister Cho 
Myoung-gyon proposed that 
representatives of the two 
Koreas meet Jan. 9 at the bor- 
der village of Panmunjom to 
discuss Olympic cooperation 
and how to improve overall 
ties. 

Kim’s New Year’s Day 
speech was the most prom- 
ising peace overture from 
North Korea since President 

See N. KOREA, Page 6A 


California’s retail pot 
touted as a milestone 


Sales for recreational use now legal 


COMPILED BY 
DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE STAFF 
FROM WIRE REPORTS 

OAKLAND, Calif. — Re- 
tail cannabis shops in Cali- 
fornia opened their doors 
Monday for the first time, in- 
augurating what proponents 
say will become the world’s 
largest market for legalized 
recreational marijuana. 

A transaction that re- 
mains illegal in many parts 
of the country seemed al- 
most banal Monday for the 
customers at a dispensary 
in Oakland who picked out 
their marijuana, showed 
their driver’s licenses and 
walked into the brisk morn- 


ing air with their drugs in 
paper bags. 

“This is a whole new 
world opening up,” said Di- 
ana Gladden, 48, who bought 
marijuana for herself and her 
aging parents. “My mother, a 
very strict Southern Baptist, 
now thinks it’s OK because 
it’s legal.” 

One customer left with 
more than $1,000 worth of 
cannabis in a grocery bag. 

Khalil Moutawakkil, chief 
executive officer of the Kind- 
Peoples Collective in Santa 
Cruz, said the legalization of 
marijuana for recreational 
use is a change that has been 

See POT, Page 4A 


AP/MATHEW SUMNER 


A customer, who declined to give his name, waits for his order to be filled at Harborside marijuana 
dispensary Monday in Oakland, Calif. 


